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Student Leadership Conference impacts 
juniors, seniors and student council 
Student body vice-president comments on the event 
by Zachary, senior 

T he juniors, seniors, and student council 

of FBTA bussed on Friday, Oct. 8, to 

Keystone Christian School in Berryville, 

VA, to hear Keith Wiebe speak at the annual 

Student Leadership Conference. 

Mr. Kidd thinks the conference is im-

portant for the following reason: “It gives 

students the opportunity to meet with other 

schools and discuss common challenges that 

they face.” 

“It was to motivate juniors and seniors to 

come back and impact the school,” he said. 

Students’ expectations for the event were 

low, however. 

“I thought it was going to be the same as 

I heard before,” said Jenny, student body 

vice-president. 

Her opinions changed, though, after 

Keith Wiebe, the speaker at the event, had 

communicated his message. 

“His examples were relatable,” Jenny 

later commented. 

Keith Wiebe used interesting analogies 

and well-placed Scriptures to highlight the 

need for student leaders in Christian schools 

to have a firm foundation, starting with a 

twofold love for God and others. 

“It reiterated what I teach in my Biblical 

leadership class,” Mr. Kidd said. “Juniors 

College  
symposium 
stirs interest 
Principal, parents, and 
students speak up 
by Gretchen, senior 

O n Tues, Oct. 5, 

Ron Henderson 

headed up the college 

symposium for par-

ents of juniors, sen-

iors. 

The college sym-

posium gives students 

and parents a better 

idea about college 

and encourages them 

to choose conservative 

Christian schools. 

“It gives them different perspectives of 

what’s out there,” said Mr. Fender. 

“It just helps you learn more about it,” 

said Abbe, senior. “It helps you know what 

classes you have to take, [and] it gives you 

more options for your major.” 

Mitchell believes the symposium is more 

relevant to seniors, while Banna, senior, 

thinks it benefits juniors more. 

“It’s more relevant to juniors because 

you’re starting to get to know things about 

college,” said Banna. 

Banna also spoke of its significance to 

parents. 

“It gives parents a better idea of where 

they’re sending their children to college. It 

makes them feel a little bit more secure,” she 

said. 

Mr. Fender agreed with Banna’s position. 

“It’s more beneficial for juniors because 

some seniors have already pretty much made 

up their mind. It used to be only for seniors,” 

he added, “but I think Mr. Kidd changed it.” 

Angelika, junior, chose the neutral posi-

tion on the importance of the symposium. 

“I think it’s beneficial to both [juniors 

and seniors]. The seniors are making their 

decision now, but it helps the juniors not 

have to rush to make their decision later,” 

she said. 

Angelika’s father, Willie, attended the 

meeting, and shared what he learned from it. 

“It was very beneficial because of the 

information that was provided, and I was 

reminded of the importance of Christian 

education,” he said. 

Henderson spoke on the importance of 

following God’s will, especially in choosing 

a college. The fact that both of his sons went 

through Christian colleges gave him the ex-

perience needed to instruct other parents. 

The parents also received a gift bag 

stuffed with college brochures, instructional 

packets, and informational CDs. 

can use the lessons learned from the confer-

ence as seniors, while seniors are reminded 

of what they have learned, so that they can 

make the biggest impact on the school.” 

 “Look up to good leaders in your life and 

imitate them,” was the counsel Jenny gave 

for students who were not at the conference 

that desire to be leaders in the school. 

 Commenting on what she had learned 

personally from the conference, Jenny said, 

“I have always learned that younger kids 

looked up to me, but he really drove it home, 

so I am more conscious of it.” 

                                                                                                                              

ICWE takes 
over FBTA 
by Banna, senior 

worldwide, and despite the drastic change in 

scheduling, ICWE is also bringing in loads 

of excitement. 

 The music department, specifically the 

choir, has been diligently practicing over the 

past few weeks in preparation for the occa-

sion. Mr. Cordeiro has great expectations as 

to how music will impact those who attend 

the ICWE conference.  

“Sometimes we forget that others are 

entitled to hear about the gospel. The pur-

pose is to stir people's hearts,” Cordeiro said 

passionately. 

 The choir students have been working on 

three songs that Mr. Cordeiro chose exclu-

sively for ICWE.  

“We will be singing ‘Jesus Saves’ which 

is the gospel message and ‘Deep Waters’ 

which talks about having faith to go out of 

your comfort zone,’ he said.  

Students in the choir will also gain spir-

itual benefits through the message as they 

sing. 

 “Singing is the fun part, the more you 

participate, the more it means, and the lyrics 

become memorable,” Mr. Cordeiro said.  

The last time ICWE was held was well 

over ten years ago, and FBTA students trav-

eled down to Raleigh, NC, for the confer-

ence. Many students are probably curious as 

to why it is being brought back after all these 

years. 

“ICWE never went away. It takes a tre-

mendous amount of manpower and money 

to have a meeting of this magnitude. The 

focus on the importance of ICWE is always 

in the forefront of FBT's ministries,” said 

Mr. Fender. 

A meeting of such magnitude definitely 

impacted the students of FBTA back then. 

“Many of the students made decisions at 

the last meeting and followed through with 

their commitments, and are in full time ser-

vice for the Lord, or fully immersed in the 

church God has them in,” said Fender.  

The present students of FBTA are also 

fully confident that ICWE will once again 

have a deep effect on the academy. 

“The conference will open the students’ 

eyes to the necessity, urgency, and blessings 

that all come with world missions,” said 

Cameron Hawley, student body president.  

“It [the conference] will remind students 

how important church planting and missions 

are,” said Jenny Upchurch, senior, sincerely. 

Amongst all the chaos of scheduling, 

ICWE will hopefully leave an indelible 

mark on FBTA. 

T he week of Nov. 1-4, the International 

Conference on World Evangelism 

(ICWE) will be held at FBTA.  Along with 

the four day event, FBTA will be experienc-

ing a major schedule makeover.   

“In terms of junior and senior high, stu-

dents will attend [the sessions] in the morn-

ings, and have classes in the afternoon,” said 

Mr. Kidd.  

As for the elementary, Mr. Kidd said they 

will not have classes.  

This will be a major adjustment for the 

teachers, as they will have to rearrange all of 

their lessons and homework plans; nonethe-

less, the scheduling arrangement was 

thought through carefully. 

“Several people brainstormed to find the 

right balance, so that is how the schedule 

was determined,” said Mr. Fender.  

However, ICWE could not have been a 

better excuse for the scheduling shift. 

“ICWE is the focus for the week, but we 

always want to use our time in a way that 

honors the Lord,” said Fender. 

The purpose of ICWE, as stated in its 

title, correlates with the academy and 

church’s belief of spreading the gospel 

Monday, Nov 1 
7:00 p.m. Pastor Mike Edwards 
 FBT Choir 
 Heritage Baptist  
  Church Ensemble 
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Ron Henderson 

Tuesday, Nov 2 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Dave Smith 
11:15 a.m. Pastor Troy Calvert 
 New England Baptist Church Choir 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Lou Baldwin 
 Crossroads Baptist Church Choir 

Wednesday, Nov 3 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Todd Abbey 
 New England Baptist Church Choir 
11:15 a.m. Missionary David Hosaflook 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Don Sisk 
 Master’s Kids Choir 

Thursday, Nov 4 
9:00 a.m. Pastor Kenny Baldwin 
 FBTA Choirs 
11:15 a.m. Pastor Scott Wendal 
 Sr. High Choral Group & Choir 
7:00 p.m. Dr. Bud Calvert 
 FBT Teen Choir 

ICWE Schedule of Speakers and Music 



Is there anything you 

want to say to your 

mom? 

“Thanks for helping us 

with the fundraisers, and 

you are welcome for rais-

ing money so you pay less 

for my trip.” 

Taylor  

Donuts and Coffee: What 

was your main job and 

what was fun about it? 
“I poured coffee and 

helped people find sugar, 

cream, and lids.  It was 

fun seeing whether Jenny 

or I would get to pour the 

coffee first.” 

Zachary  

Papa John’s Pizza: How 

are the hair nets work-

ing out? 
“Interesting, they are not 

the most stylish head-

wear, but our class makes 

it work.” 

Jesse  

Walmart: What were 

your salesman tactics to 

lure the buyers? 

“I told the customer how 

they were helping us 

raise money for our  

senior trip.” 

Robert  

The seniors take a brief pause from their amazing sales tactics at Walmart. 

Caleb and Tim directed traffic for 
the day, while Zachary turned into 

a professional barista on Sept. 11. 

After a long day of begging athletes and their parents to support their trip, the 
seniors chilled for a few minutes under a tree. 

Cameron and 
Abbe are excit-

ed to pass out 

pizza to senior 
high students. 

During the summer the seniors gathered early in the morn-
ing in Burke to sell baked goods and have a yard sale. 

Legally Licensed 
The student drivers take advantage 
of their privileges 
by David, junior 

T hey roll into school each morning with their various vehicles. 

They all progress into their designated parking spots. They final-

ly get their bags from their car and make their way into school. These 

are the few, the proud, the student drivers. 

“Being a student driver at FBTA is a huge privilege,” said David 

W, junior. “Most people at other schools either aren’t allowed to drive 

their cars to school at all, or they have to pay for a parking space.” 

Roughly 15 students have the distinct privilege of calling them-

selves student drivers at FBTA this year. 

 “We all have our own spaces and everyone always fights to get 

the best spot at the beginning of the year . . . it’s a lot of fun,” said 

Cameron, senior. 

“My favorite part of the day is getting to race to my spot before 

anyone else,” said Phil, junior. 

Although many students may look up to these drivers, wishing 

they had a car, driving to school is just an every day activity for the 

student drivers. 

“It’s such a huge responsibility . . . but it’s just so much fun,” said 

Carrie, junior. 

 

Voters prepare for 
November election 
FBTA student and first-time voter 
delivers her remarks 

Seniors scraping 
for finances 
A lot of money must be raised! 
by Abbe, senior 

T he senior class of 2011 has been earnestly trying to raise 

money for their senior trip over the past few months in such 

places as neighborhoods in Burke, Walmart, and even in the 

school’s cafeteria. 

In just a few months, after exam information evaporates from 

minds, pressures dissipate from schedules, and excitement quick-

ly moves in, all of the seniors will go on their last adventure to-

gether. The Wilds of North Carolina is their destination with a 

few side trips, such as white water rafting.  

“We stop for a really nice meal, and any extra money is for 

maybe an extra trip,” said Mrs. Pigott, describing the final prod-

uct of fundraising efforts. 

Unfortunately, they have a predicament on their hands. There 

are sixteen seniors, one trip, and a lot of money that has yet to be 

raised. Mrs. Crow, hearing of the plight, jumped on board and 

rushed to the rescue with her fundraising skills. 

Mrs. Crow has organized three different fundraisers, not in-

cluding the normal senior pizza fundraiser.  

“I enjoy doing it. I’ve done fundraisers before, so I’ve learned 

how to approach vendors,” Crow said. “Most of them are happy 

to help out, especially when it comes to youth.  Having worked 

for an organization where I researched philanthropists helped me 

get some skills. And you’re a great group of teens; it’s a joy to 

work with you all!” 

Over the summer the seniors worked very hard to collect all 

of the extraneous items in their houses. Once organized and 

priced, they held a yard sale in Burke. 

As school set in they had to figure out another fundraiser. This 

time Mr. McDonald came to the rescue. On Sept. 11, all public 

schools in the area participated in a track meet at Burke Lake 

Park. The church offered free usage of the parking lot; the seniors 

could not pass up the opportunity.  At the crack of dawn, they 

wearily trudged out into the chilly morning air to sell doughnuts 

and coffee to complete strangers. 

Sept. 18 was the date of the next and most recent fundraiser.  

Putting their baking skills to the test, the seniors sold over $400 

worth of baked goods at the entrance of Walmart! 

In the future the senior class is planning on 

having another yard/bake sale on Oct. 30 

and maybe even around Christmas time.  

       They look forward to raising more 

money, so that they can create lasting 

memories from the mountains of North 

Carolina. 

Gobbling up the  
Thanksgiving feast 
by Nate , junior 

T he K4 - 3rd graders are eagerly anticipating the day of 

their annual Thanksgiving Feast on Nov. 19. 

Mrs. Wieler started this tradition 19 years ago when she 

first came to FBTA. 

“I always get excited because I want to make memories 

for the kids and parents,” she said. 

“I can’t wait to chase the giant turkey!” said Jacob, 

2nd grader. 

“The most exciting part of the Thanksgiving Feast 

is singing the silly songs and doing the play [about 

pilgrims and Indians]!” said Julia, 2nd grader. 

November 19 is rapidly approaching for those ex-

cited elementary students. Get ready Pilgrims, Indians, 

and, yes, turkeys! 
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by Zachary, senior 

N ovember elections are rapidly 

approaching and the Ameri-

can people are getting ready to 

choose a new Congress. Simultane-

ously, Jackie, senior, enthusiastical-

ly awaits her chance to vote. 

“I think voting is important as a 

means of peacefully expressing my 

opinion,” she said. 

Dehnert added that her voting in 

the United States, the most powerful 

nation in the world, also sends a 

powerful message to countries 

where women are oppressed. 

Her votes will accompany the 

millions of other Americans articu-

lating their views through the ballot 

box this November. 

No senators are up for reelection 

in Virginia this year, but all the 

representatives to the House are up 

for reelection including: incumbent 

Gerry Connolly (D), Keith Fimian 

(R), and Jim Moran (D). 

Concerning her own prospective 

vote, Jackie said, “It’s not about the 

party, it’s about the issues.” 

She also proceeded to leave 

some advice for future voters. 

“Since the registration process is 

easy, there is no excuse not to be 

registered to vote. Know your be-

liefs, and don’t vote along party 

lines,” Jackie said. 
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Booster club dresses  
volleyball / soccer teams 
Fall sports’ teams receive new uniforms 

Backlash 
against  
bullying 
And the effect on FBTA 
By David, junior 

B ullying is ranked as the third most trou-

bling problem in public schools today, 

but is it affecting FBTA as well?  

“Bullying is not a major problem here at 

FBTA. It is something we cannot tolerate,” 

said Mr. Fender, academy principal.  

 “There will always be a certain degree of 

bullying at every school, but FBTA seems to 

have the problem under control,” said Cam-

eron, student body president. Hawley be-

lieves that the bullying in the school is quite 

minimal. 

“The problem is mainly verbal bullying,” 

said Fender. “In today’s society, we have 

such a sarcastic sense of humor.” This can 

then be perceived as bullying by the person 

who is the target of the verbal abuse. 

“If leaders in the school will step up 

against the bullying, the problem of verbal 

bullying would be taken care of. Students 

need to police each other, and notify the 

administration,” said Fender. 

If bullying does take place, here are some 

good tips to avoid and fix the issue. 

1. If bullied, tell your parents. 

2. Tell a trusted teacher, counselor, prin-

cipal, or have your parents talk to the school. 

3. Do not retaliate or get angry. 

4. Respond evenly and firmly or say 

nothing and walk away. 

5. Develop friendships and stick up for 

each other. 

6. Act confident. 

7. Avoid unsupervised areas of school. 

8. Do not bring expensive items to 

school. 

 

How to be a 
Fairfax 
Fashionista 
by Catherine, junior 

“Designers, in their role as aesthetic 

soothsayers, wisely foresaw a need for 

clothes with a more sophisticated and pol-

ished sensibility . . . .  They believed con-

sumers were hungry for styles created with 

grown-ups as their inspiration—not rock star 

wannabes, over indulged teenagers or even 

social-climbing philanthropists.” 

Robin Givhan, fashion aficionado and 

style-writer for the Washington Post, wrote 

the preceding quote as a glimpse of what we 

can expect for this year’s autumn styles. 

“Serene and sophisticated” are the key-

words as we enter another season of pea 

coats, cashmere and uggs. 

And? 

That’s what most students of FBTA must 

be wondering as they read this. What’s that 

supposed to mean for us? In a sea of red, 

navy and khaki, in a world of skirts, pants, 

polos and boxy sweaters, what does what’s 

“in vogue” mean to us? 

More than you may think. 

As daunting as the task may seem, per-

sonalizing the uniform, and making it look 

good, can be as easy as the right pair of flats 

or sneakers. 

“People know my sense of style by how I 

work with what I can,” said Taylor, senior. 

“Like the shoes that I’m wearing or my belt 

or the jacket I wear to school.” 

“[I like] different shoes with flamboyant 

colors, interesting accessories like headbands 

and earrings, [and] brighter colored nail 

polish, within the school rules. Do your hair 

differently, like styling it differently,” said 

Banna, senior. 

“I don’t like the white sweaters. Bobby 

pins are crucial! Wear anklets with all tennis 

shoes. Wear ribbons when you have a pony 

tail to match your outfit. Wear footies, not 

socks, with flats,” said 7th grader Hope, 

knowingly. 

On the flip-side, the teachers of FBTA, 

unrestricted by a uniform, have their own 

sense of fashion. 

“I do have a dress code. I have to wear a 

tie most days of the week. But I express my-

self through neckties. Nothing too outlandish 

though,” said Mr. Niggl, with a chuckle. 

“Modesty is the key in any dress for a Chris-

tian.” 

“I like to buy clothes that look good on 

me whether or not they’re in style. It’s some-

times difficult to find things while shopping 

that are appropriate. However, if you’re de-

termined to do so, you can,” said Mrs. Page. 

So, how does one express their own 

unique sense of style within the boundaries 

of the dress code? For those of you who find 

yourself identifying with Nathan’s reply of 

“I have no earthly clue,” here are some tips 

for this fall. 

For the gents, believe it or not there is 

something you can do to look good for au-

tumn. When it comes to coats, try a classy 

double-breasted blazer or a pea coat; a little 

taste can’t hurt you. In the arena of shoes, 

stick to tasteful, name-brand sneakers. The 

new long-sleeve navy polo for the junior and 

senior high student is a fantastic item for the 

boys; it creates the long, square, masculine 

silhouette that’s in vogue for men. Rolled up 

sleeves are a charming touch to sweaters and 

the long-sleeve polos. Leather belts are clas-

sic and sophisticated, but a light or brightly 

colored cloth belt would be more recom-

mended. For hair, curly hair and swept bangs 

are in this season. 

For the ladies, a more womanly shape is 

in this fall, so that means high waists and 

tapered blazers. Despite popular belief, the 

high-school uniform can be worn without a 

sweater; a tucked polo gives the illusion of a 

higher waist and, though difficult to pull off, 

can look good. Skirts should be fitted, but 

not immodest, and only two to three inches 

past the knee. If you like longer sweaters 

(sweaters whose hems reach to or past your 

hips) then stick to shorter, but modest, skirts 

to balance you out; long sweaters plus long 

skirts make you look like a cylinder with a 

head. Flats are a must-have for any ward-

robe, but we shouldn’t forget the versatility 

of a good pair of sneakers. Above all, for 

girls, accessorize. Earrings, rings, bracelets, 

necklaces, headbands, you name it. The only 

rule there is tone down a bit on the glitter 

and sequins; quiet but chic is in for autumn. 

Whether you’re already dusting off your 

uggs or if you’re still trying to put away all 

your summer-gear, fall is well under way, 

and evidences of the season-change will 

both be felt, and seen, on the street before 

long. With a little fashion savvy and modest 

discretion, becoming a Fairfax Fashionista 

will be as easy as tripping in five-inch heels. 

Just less painful. 

? 

by Hannah, junior 

T hey are pretty fresh,” said Dominic, 

junior, commenting on the new soccer 

uniforms. 

 The girls’ volleyball and boys’ soccer 

teams were able to purchase new uniforms 

due to the hard work of Mrs. Mountjoy and 

the Booster Club. The Booster Club consists 

of family sponsors and company sponsors 

that donate money to help the school buy 

items such as new instruments, science 

equipment, computers, and in the teams’ 

cases, uniforms. 

 “I think they are really 

nice, and they make us 

look more unified as a 

team because they are 

brand new,” said Angelika, 

junior.  

The volleyball team is 

very thankful that the 

Booster Club earned 

enough money to get new 

uniforms. 

“These [uniforms] 

make us look so good,” 

said Jacklyn, with a smile 

and a little chuckle.  

 “They are really comfortable and the 

fabric is so light it doesn’t prohibit move-

ment,” said Kim, junior and co-captain of the 

volleyball team, expressing her enthusiasm 

for the uniforms. 

“It is nice that they [the uniforms] are 

brand new and they smell good,” said Phil, 

junior, expressing his own attitude toward 

the uniforms.  

 “They are [so] cool,” said Joseph, junior 

and first time soccer player for the varsity 

team, summing up the unanimous opinion 

about the uniforms. 

Journalism staff  
attends helpful seminar 

photo by David, junior 
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by Abbe, senior 

O n Oct. 4, the Virginia High School 

League and Jostens teamed up to host 

a journalism seminar and for all high school 

students on their yearbook, newspaper, or 

literary magazine staffs.  

Unfortunately this year, FBTA had an 

away sports game, and most of the Journal-

ism staff was unable to attend the seminar; 

however, Mrs. Dyck and Miss Dyck were 

able to take Bezi, freshman, and Abbe, sen-

ior. It was a day filled with learning, awards, 

fresh ideas, and renewed goals for the 

school’s published literature. 

Both students and advisors were excited 

to apply everything they learned at the con-

ference to this year’s newspapers and year-

book., including how to create enticing 

headlines, exciting stories, stunning layouts, 

and how to take breath-taking photos.  

Accomplishing outstanding copy, vivid 

pictures that tell a story, and amazing lay-

outs are all goals for this year’s yearbook. Junior class did an oral report on early American pilgrims and Indians during their 

Thanksgiving Feast for Miss Dyck’s American Literature class. Joseph, David B, and 

David W performed their report on the legendary Massasoit.  



A mystery only  
God’s Word can solve 

Is it ODACS time already? 
A first step to prepare for ODACS 
by Bethany, sophomore 

A ll of the students that want to participate 

in an individual music category for 

ODACS will be running-off on either Novem-

ber 16 or 17.  

“Most of the students have already started 

practicing, but any student that wants to partic-

ipate [in the ODACS music run-offs] should 

begin to practice as soon as possible,” said Mr. 

Cordeiro, FBTA music director. 

The junior and senior high students playing 

an instrumental solo for ODACS must have at 

least half of their piece memorized. The instru-

mental soloists in elementary must have their 

entire piece memorized. 

“I have been practicing and memorizing a 

lot,” said Madison, 8th grader, running-off in 

the level two string solo category. 

All of the vocal soloists running-off must 

also have their whole piece prepared by 

memory. 

“The first thing I did [to prepare for music 

run-offs] was choose my song, and pretty 

much every day I practice,” said Collin, soph-

omore, running-off in the level three male 

vocal solo category. “I check my breathing 

spots and make sure all the notes are cor-

rect.”  

The most common areas that the students 

will be judged on are tone, articulation, dy-

namics, memory, and presentation.   

“All of these areas are found on the offi-

cial ODACS judging form, and I would ad-

vise that all the students be mindful of the 

judging form while practicing,” said Mr. 

Cordeiro.  

by Bezawit, freshman 

J osh Powers narrowed his gaze on prob-

lem number twenty-three in his algebra 

homework. He had attempted it at least six 

times by now, but he could not match his 

answer with the answer key in the back of 

his textbook. He finally stood up from the 

table in frustration.  

“Hey Dad! Can you help me with my 

algebra homework?” he asked. 

 “Sure,” Mr. Powers said with a smile. 

“Let me look at it for a moment.” He put 

aside the newspaper he was reading and 

moved to sit beside Josh at the kitchen table. 

Just as Josh handed him the textbook, his 

dad’s cell phone rang. 

“It’s probably the paper,” Mr. Powers 

said, reaching into his jeans pocket for the 

phone. As the top reporter for the Hartland 

Tribune, the local newspaper, Josh’s dad was 

always called when they had a breaking sto-

ry. 

“Hello?” Mr. Powers answered. He lis-

tened for a moment, then pulled out his note-

pad and began scribbling. “I see. What was 

stolen? Okay,” he said as he glanced at his 

watch. “I’ll get over there right away.” 

He put the phone back in his pocket and 

turned to Josh. “Here’s an excuse to take a 

break from your homework. How would you 

like to help me cover a story?” 

“You bet!” Josh exclaimed. He had al-

ways wanted to go with his dad on a report-

ing assignment. “What’s the story?” 

“A gold Mesopotamian statue was stolen 

from the museum this morning,” Mr. Powers 

said. “We need to get to the scene right 

away. My editor wants to put this in the 

evening edition of today’s paper.” 

They quickly drove across town, and they 

were soon parked along the curb outside of 

the Hartland Museum of Ancient Cultures. 

As they got out of the car, Josh made sure to 

grab his backpack. He seldom went any-

where without it, even though all it held was 

his study Bible. Who knew when the oppor-

tunity would arise when he would need to 

refer to a Scripture verse, whether for wit-

nessing or other purposes? 

When they entered the building, one of 

the museum tour guides gave them a map 

which showed the Mesopotamian exhibit on 

the third and highest floor, so they took the 

elevator and headed toward the exhibit. 

There the burly chief of police, known to 

Hartland only as “Mean Mike,” greeted them 

with a raised hand and a gruff, “Hey Kirk. 

What took you so long?”  

Mr. Powers grinned. “I’m just doing my 

job, Mike—getting in the way and annoying 

the police.” 

Mean Mike’s expression stayed stern. 

“Who’s the kid?” he asked suspiciously 

without ever actually looking at Josh. 

Josh stepped forward and extended his 

hand. “I’m Josh Powers. Don’t worry; I 

promise I’ll stay out of the way.” 

Never shifting his focus from Mr. Pow-

ers, the chief nodded. “I guess it’s all right 

for now, as long as John stays with you and 

doesn’t ask questions.” 

“My name is Josh.” 

“Uh, right,” the chief mumbled. 

“So what have you got so far, Chief?” 

Mr. Powers asked, pulling out his reporter’s 

notebook. 

“Well, the two-and-a-half feet tall solid 

gold statue was apparently stolen in the fif-

teen minutes it takes for a security guard to 

come replace another who has ended his 

shift,” the chief said. “We think the thief is 

sitting right over there.” 

 Josh and his dad looked across the room. 

Sitting on the bench was a man wearing torn 

jeans, a T-shirt, and a tool belt. “He’s the 

electrician who’s been working on the build-

ing since last week and was here while the 

statue was stolen,” the chief continued. 

“Actually, we already found the statue in his 

van, which is parked in the back alley.” 

“That was a quick investigation, Chief,” 

Mr. Powers said. 

“Except it isn’t quite over. The electrician 

insists that he didn’t steal it, and that some-

one else stole it and planted it in his van.” 

“And you believe him?” 

“Normally, we wouldn’t, but we can’t 

figure out how he could be the thief,” the 

chief said. Seeing their puzzled expressions, 

he hastened to add, “Let me explain. Did you 

notice anything special as you were coming 

towards the exhibit?” 

Josh nodded. “There were security cam-

eras,” he said. “There were none last week, 

when I came here on a field trip.” 

Mr. Powers looked at Josh, seemingly 

impressed by the observation. 

“Very good, Jonah,” the chief said. 

“That’s Josh,” Josh corrected. 

“Uh, right,” the chief mumbled. 

“Anyway, they were installed just last week-

end and have been working wonderfully. 

The only problem is they haven’t been put 

inside this particular exhibit yet. But the tape 

from the security cameras in the hallway 

shows us that the electrician came to this 

exhibit only twice, and neither times he was 

carrying anything. Not the statue, not some-

thing he could hide the statue in, not any-

thing.” 

“And there’s no one else who came to the 

exhibit?” Mr. Powers asked. 

“Not during the time we know the statue 

was stolen. And there is no way to get to this 

exhibit without being seen by the security 

cameras.” 

Josh looked around the room and noticed 

several windows that flooded the exhibit 

with light. “Could someone have climbed 

the wall and gotten in through a window?” 

The chief moved to the window and 

looked down at the alley. “The windows are 

always left closed and locked from the in-

side. It’s museum policy. And when we 

came to the scene, the windows were still 

locked.” 

“Sounds like you’ve got your work cut 

out for you, Chief,” Mr. Powers said. He 

started looking back through his notes to see 

if he had missed anything. “Oh, yes. Did 

anyone report anything strange during that 

time that might be related to the crime?” 

“Actually,” the chief’s forehead wrin-

kled, “one family said that they had accident-

ly left their picnic basket by the exhibit. But 

when they came back to retrieve it, the bas-

ket was gone.” 

“Did they say what they had left in it?” 

“There was only some food and a picnic 

blanket.” 

“So maybe the thief was hungry?” Josh 

laughed at the thought. 

“That’s what I thought too,” the chief 

said with a straight face. “But we found all 

the food stuffed into one of the recycling 

bins by the exhibit.” 

Josh mentally reviewed all the chief had 

said, and was reminded of something he had 

read in the Bible, of all things. 

Suddenly, he realized exactly who the 

thief was, and exactly how the statue had 

been stolen. 

 

CAN YOU SOLVE THE MYSTERY? 

Hint: Look in Acts 9:25. 

The teens bond  
at the bonfire  
Around the fire the teens ignite  
their spiritual dedication 
by Jenny, senior 

T he teens of FBT enjoyed a bonfire ac-

tivity at the Rodriguez house on Oct. 9.  

“It is the Lord's house and it is His to use. 

The Lord allowed us to have what we have, 

so we could be a blessing,” said Mrs. Rodri-

guez.  

The Rodriguez family were definitely a 

blessing to host, feed, and entertain about 30 

rowdy teenagers. The night included volley-

ball, hot dog and hamburgers, trampolines, 

soccer, ‘smores, and of course, a bonfire.  

“The activities were fun, and I had a 

good time with friends,” said Abigail, sen-

ior. 

After all the games were played, Bro. 

Barr gave a short devotional around the 

bonfire. 

“Bro. Barr's message inspired me to 

strive to be a Godly leader, and be thankful 

for those who are leaders and encouragers,” 

said Kim, junior. 

Former FBTA student Drew 
played the guitar, as the 

students sang along. 
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Cady Spraul  
is volunteer  
extraordinaire 
Cady Spraul volunteers  
for a season of volleyball  
and wild bus rides 
by Catherine, junior  

The fútbol team  
finishes strong 
FBT boys’ soccer team ends the season 

Patriots vs. Eagles 
The girls’ volleyball team plays competitively 

Assistant  
coach has  
a volunteer’s 
heart  
The epitome of a servant’s  
attitude  characterizes  
Pierre Fesdekjian 
by Cameron, senior 

by Angelika, junior  

T he guys’ soccer team placed third in the 

state tournament by beating Valley, but 

losing to Heritage. 

“We had a good season, but unfortunate-

ly we couldn’t complete our goal of the state 

tournament. Having said that, I am confident 

that next year’s team will rise to the occa-

sion and win the 2011 championship,” said 

Robert, captain.  

With a record of 15 wins and two losses, 

the varsity boys’ soccer team entered into 

the tournament seeded second. The Patriots 

had to play against Heritage in the semifinal 

round. 

“I think there are three areas I am trying 

to prepare the team, first physically, second 

mentally and third spiritually” said Coach 

Probus’s sharing his strategy for preparing 

the team for the tournament.  “It can be easy 

to get caught up in the emotion rather than 

giving Him [God] the proper praise He 

needs,” he said. 

During the season, the soccer team had 

several close games and big competitors. 

“Heritage, because we only beat them by 

one twice, and they are a very threatening 

offensive physical team who has talent,” 

said David B, naming their biggest competi-

tor. 

“Their attitude is committed first to God, 

second to their academics although they still 

need to work on that, and third to their 

team,” said Coach Probus. 

“The Heritage game was my greatest 

memory because we were down at half time 

and we came back and beat them,” said 

Taylor. “It was one of the best come backs 

that I have been a part of at FBT.” 

“I am going to miss the brotherhood. My 

teammates to me are my brothers and over 

the course of the season we bonded, and I 

feel that I have more memories with this 

year’s team than any previous team,” said 

Cameron, captain, reminiscing about his last 

FBTA soccer season. 

Now that the JV season is over, Coach 

Fesdekjian hoped that his team enjoyed the 

game, but also learned how to play soccer 

better. 

“We had covered some drills that they 

have never covered, so I hope they learned 

to play organized soccer, rather than just 

running after the ball,” Fesdekjian said, en-

couraging those moving on to varsity next 

year. 

P ierre Fesdekjian is a man who is enthu-

siastic about serving others. 

Pierre mentioned that while playing for 

the FBTA soccer team in high school, he 

made it all the way to the finals in his senior 

year and lost in a shootout to Heritage. He 

was captain of that soccer team, so he defi-

nitely has a lot of experience in the game of 

soccer. 

“I enjoy playing/watching the game of 

soccer, who doesn't! I'm truly grateful that I 

had a chance to attend FBTA; helping coach 

soccer is one way I can give back to my 

school,” he said. 

He is an accounting contractor to the 

government, and also the assistant coach for 

the guys’ soccer team. 

This being his third year of helping 

Coach Probus, he has no regrets about vol-

unteering his time. 

“There are always ups and downs when 

coaching, but when there is a chance for me 

to help out a player in a given situation [it] is 

always a joy,” he said. 

In the eyes of both the varsity and JV 

teams his servant’s heart does not go unno-

ticed. 

“Pierre is a helpful insight to all the play-

ers on the team especially when Coach Pro-

bus is tied down with all the responsibility 

that being a head coach brings,” said Robert, 

co-captain. 

Entering his first year of playing for the 

academy’s soccer team, Jacob, freshman, 

greatly enjoys having Pierre as a coach and 

experimenting him at defense instead of 

goalkeeper. 

Johnson enjoys getting out onto the field, 

instead of being cooped up in the goal box 

the entire game. 

“It has helped me with ball control and it 

has helped me with my playing,” he said. 

Pierre’s enthusiasm is contagious and the 

entire team is impacted. He possesses a wit 

and good sense of humor that encourages 

optimism. 

“His excitement and sarcasm brings joy 

to the team,” said Semere, freshman, with a 

grin. 

“I hated every minute of my time volun-

teering to help with the team . . . of course, 

I'm joking. This is the third year that I have 

helped out with the team, and if I did not 

enjoy it, I probably wouldn't keep doing it. 

Do I enjoy it—yes!” he said, enthusiastical-

ly. 

The FBTA soccer team is truly blessed 

to have such a tenderhearted and talented 

assistant coach, whose sole purpose in 

coaching is to edify students through the 

sport of soccer. 

T he average student at FBTA may not 

be familiar with our resident volleyball 

volunteer, but for the members of the girls’ 

volleyball team, Cady Spraul is not just an 

assistant coach, but another member of the 

team. 

Cady Spraul (pronounced “Katie 

Sprawl”) is a 19-year-old mathematics stu-

dent who attended one year of college at 

Clearwater Christian College in Clearwater, 

FL, before coming up north to Virginia. She 

volunteered herself as an assistant coach for 

the 2010 volleyball season.  

“[I volunteered because] I like to play 

volleyball and I thought I could help out the 

team.” Spraul said. “I’ve had a lot of fun 

with it [volunteering]. All the girls are fun to 

play with.” 

But the season hasn’t been all fun and 

games. The team has had its fair share of 

difficulties and hard games. 

“[My favorite game was] that one game 

where we beat Evangel, where we pulled it 

out at the last moment. The girls fought 

hard,” Spraul said. 

Despite her youth, Spraul’s age has hard-

ly been a setback. If anything, it’s been an 

advantage. Not too long ago, she was a start-

er on her high school volleyball team where 

she played as a setter.  

“I started at a young age and I’ve played 

setter ever since,” Spraul said of her high 

school volleyball career. 

Now that volleyball season is over, 

Spraul is looking forward to the next chapter 

of her life.  

“I’m not exactly positive, but I’m going 

to join the Coast Guard Reserves in January 

and go back to school in fall,” Spraul said.  

As October wraps up and basketball 

season looms around the corner, the girls of 

the volleyball team prepare to say goodbye 

to FBTA’s own volleyball extraordinaire. 

But weep not! Spraul isn’t throwing in the 

volleyball towel. 

“Yeah [I would like to do this again], it’s 

been real fun,” Spraul said. “And it’s been a 

real learning experience because I’ve never 

been in a coaching position before.” 

So, with the volleyball nets goes Miss 

Cady Spraul. But all the fun memories and 

helpful advice will stay with the girls of the 

volleyball team for a long time hereafter. 

 

by Cameron, senior 

T he FBTA Patriots entered the tourna-

ment and ended their season with the 

third place trophy in volleyball. 

They lost to the Eagles in the semifinals 

and advanced on to beat Leesburg in the 

consolation match clinching their final posi-

tion. 

“It didn’t really hit me that this season 

was the last that I would ever play with this 

team . . . I tried to take advantage of every 

moment with this team because whether we 

won or lost I wanted to create long-lasting 

memories,” said Banna, senior. 

Entering into the tournament in the 

fourth place spot was a great honor for the 

girls. 

They had formerly been placed fifth and 

would have had to play a very challenging 

game if Gill Grove had not dropped out of 

the tournament. 

“Having the bye was helpful to our team 

because we got to have extra practices 

which prepared us for the tournament,” said 

Bethany, sophomore. 

These extra practices paid off. 

“Watching the girls play is really excit-

ing, you can see how much passion they 

have for the game,” said spectator David, 

junior. 

Playing against the Evangel Eagles who 

have a record of 15-0 was a daunting task. 

“I was pretty excited, we knew we could 

win if we actually played the way we 

could,” said Kim, junior. 

This was a critical game because this 

was the determiner if the team would sur-

vive to the championship round. 

“If we all focus and have our heads in 

the game, we can humble them and their 15-

0 record,” said Jenny, senior, confidently. 

Despite this pressure, the Lady Patriots 

almost beat the Eagles in the first round of 

the game. 

“We were definitely playing with them 

at first, but as the pressure grew we got 

more tense and that caused us to make silly 

mistakes,” said Christa , junior. 

The Eagles were motivated by this 

victory and took the next two games 

for themselves, even though the Patri-

ots definitely gave them some intense 

competition. 

Keeping their heads up and remem-

bering their successful season, the vol-

leyball team knows that they did eve-

rything this season all for Christ! 
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5
th

 grade stress 
The 5th graders will soon be experiencing their 
first stressful science fair project 

Deadlines force an  
unexpected meeting 
Students cross paths at Pohick Library 

by Robert, senior 

S tress is not the greatest thing in the 

world. This year the 5th graders will be 

experiencing a small sample of this feeling. 

They will all be doing science experiments – 

all sixteen of them. 

The 5th graders will be working on their 

science experiments at home as well as in 

school.  

“90% of the project is done in class,” 

said Mrs. Hardy, the 5th grade teacher. 

She stated that having most of the project 

done in class does not overwhelm the stu-

dents, but at the same time it begins to ready 

them for future large assignments. 

The 5th graders took a field trip to Pohick 

Library this past month and were exposed to 

the dismal fact that they must do research. 

However, some of these students are not that 

wearisome towards this project. 

“You learn things from science fair,” said 

Mark. 

“Science fair is fun!” said Haley. 

Along with learning about science, nature, 

and chemical effects the 5th graders are also 

learning how to use the MLA format, some-

thing that will greatly benefit them in senior 

high English! 

Stress, 5th graders, has only just begun . . . 

by Jenneth, 8th grade 

A pparently the library is the place to be 

on a Saturday afternoon. On Oct. 16, 

at Pohick Library, students accidentally 

converged together at the exact same time, 

all with the same quest: to research books 

for the science fair bibliography page. 

“When I saw everybody from school, I 

thought, ‘Okay, this is weird, This is very 

weird,’” said Alexis, 6th grade, who was 

easily recognized by her bright blue Fairfax 

Patriots t-shirt. 

“It was kind of cool,” said Susannah, 8th 

grade, who had come to the library to seek 

out books with her older sister. “I turned a 

corner and saw somebody I knew, then I 

turned another corner and saw another per-

son I knew!” 

Suzy, also 8th grade, had her own opinion 

for this unexpected meeting.  

“I wasn’t really surprised to see people 

from school there since I see them there all 

the time,” she said. 

Students kept bumping into each other in 

the reference section, and passing others 

sitting at the four-person tables obscured by 

books. The familiar orange packet of sci-

ence fair rules and guidelines was hard to 

miss with its contents spilled out over the 

tables, with other personal belongings also 

littering the space. 

“It was very hard looking for all my 

sources. There were like only two books on 

my topic!” Suzy said. 

Susannah had a different view on the 

goal at hand. 

“It was pretty easy to find the books I 

wanted. I just had to look on the catalog and 

it showed me where all the books on mag-

netism were,” she said. 

Spending an afternoon at the library 

working on homework can definitely have 

its surprises, and each student walked out 

that day with an armful of books on their 

science fair projects, and perhaps even a few 

books to read in their spare time. 

Elementary learns outside the classroom on field trips 

Yesterday, Oct. 28, was one of the most beautiful days in the past two months,  

and the 1st through 3rd graders enjoyed it to the fullest during their annual trek  

to the Pumpkin Patch at Belvedere Plantation.  

For their field trip, the 6th graders traveled to Luray Caverns on Oct. 22. 

Luray Caverns are the largest and most popular caverns in Eastern America 

The 4th graders recently took a field trip to 

Wegman’s grocery store, where they were given a 

“behind the scenes” tour of the store. Each student 

received a deli hat, and a bag full of goodies to take 

home with them for their parents.  

The 5th graders are on a field trip today to Mt. 

Vernon, to learn more about the home of our first pres-

ident, George Washington.  

The 8th graders round out their training on being 

“gentlemen” and being “charming” with a dinner at 

Olive Garden, where they will be observed eating dif-

ficult meals (like spaghetti) to see if all of those tips 

from class have paid off.  


